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Great genetics do the trick
BOB Butcher says the success of a
black simmental and angus
hybrid programs, still relatively
in its infancy in Australia, will be
reflected in the market results
once numbers increase.

A Hunter Valley-based beef
breeder who has his embryo
recipient cows in the New
England area, Mr Butcher says
he's interested in the black sim-
mental program and what Circle
8's genetics offer his breeding
herd.

Mr Butcher, who has bought
extensively from Circle 8 propri-
etor Jeremy Cooper in the past,
was a keen onlooker at the
Tarcutta-based beef producer’s
sale last week.

Mr Cooper, who has studied
hybrid vigour in the United
States, has brought some of
America’s best angus genetics to
Australia. It is this access – and
his undoubted confidence in his
product – which has Mr Butcher
enthused.

“It’s still only early days and
people are still trying to under-
stand the hybrid benefits,” Mr
Butcher said.

“It’s still a little early (to tell
how successful it will be), but it
just makes too much sense to be
another fad program.”

The hybrid genetics are still are
an experimentation because it
was still unknown what
American genetics worked best on
Australian-raised cattle, he said.

“I’ve put my 25 best purebred

females across a cross-section of
superior American genetics and
we’ll see what ones are working
out here,” he said.

ABOVE: Beef producer Bob
Butcher has strongly endorsed
the angus-hybrid concept 
trumpeted by Circle 8 proprietor
Jeremy Cooper.
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A GALLERY of about 80
buyers were in attendance 
as Jeremy Cooper’s Circle 
8 sold simmental, angus 
and angus-hybrid bulls at 
his Tarcutta property last

week.
Mr Cooper’s angus bulls

averaged $3083, his four
simmental bulls to sell
averaged $2625, while his
angus-hybrid stock proved

popular.
The angus-hybrid bulls

achieved a 100 per cent
clearance rate, averaging
$4400 and selling to a top of
$8000.

80 buyers present for Circle 8 sale


